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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

The above identified patent application has been amended and reconsideration and 
reexamination are hereby requested. 

Claims 1-24 are now in the application. Claims 1, 10, and 18 have been amended. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-24 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ferguson. 

The Applicant's amended claim 1 calls for, in part (underlining added for emphasis): "A 
protective needle clip . . . wherein each of the first, second, and third engaging arms comprises 
an opening, which openings, when aligned, define a generally linear axis passing therethrough . . 
. and wherein at least a portion of the first engaging arm is configured to cross the generally 
linear axis when the opening of the first engagement arm is no longer aligned." 

Ferguson teaches a medical needle safety shield assembly 10 having a clip positioning 
member 26 in conmiunication with at least one clip 20 having two or more apertures 22 through 
which a needle 16 passes. As shown in the post-use state in, for example, FIG. 5, when a portion 
38 of the clip positioning member 26 is advanced past the distal end 14 of the needle 16, at least 
a portion of the aperture surfaces 24 binds to the needle with opposing binding forces to secure 
the shield 12 to the needle. However, as shown in FIGs. 3 A and 5, when the opening in portion 
38 is no longer aligned with apertures 22, no portion of the clip positioning member 26, 38 
crosses the generally linear axis formed by apertures 22. As such, Ferguson does not teach a 
protective needle clip wherein at least a portion of the first engaging arm is configured to cross 
the generally linear axis when the opening of the first engagement arm is no longer aligned. 

Accordingly, the Applicant submits that claim 1 is not anticipated by Ferguson under 35 
U.S.C. §i02(e). 

Claims 2-9 are dependent on claim 1. As such, these claims are believed allowable based 
on claim 1 for at least the reasons above and for the additional limitations they contain. 

The Applicant's amended claim 10 calls for, in part (underlining added for emphasis): "A 
protective needle clip comprising ... an anchor comprising a tab formed from a cut-out in the 
connecting base for removably securing the engaging arm." 
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Ferguson teaches a shield 12 comprising one or more clips 20 having two or more 
apertures 22 through which the needle passes, the apertures having surfaces 24 which contact the 
needle. However, Ferguson does not teach an anchor comprising a tab formed from a cut-out in 
the connecting base for removably securing the engaging arm for removably securing the 
engaging arm. Even assuming that the bend disclosed in some of the embodiments by Ferguson 
(such as FIGs. 9E-9H) could be construed to be a tab, it certainly is not formed from a cut-out. 

Accordingly, the Applicant submits that claim 10 is not anticipated by Ferguson under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(e). 

Claims 11-17 are dependent on claim 10. As such, these claims are believed allowable 
based on claim 1 for at least the reasons above and for the additional limitations they contain. 

The Applicant's amended claim 18 calls for, in part (underlining added for emphasis): "A 
method for shielding a needle tip of a hypodermic needle comprising . . . allowing at least a 
portion of the first engaging arm to move radially outwardly away from the needle and at least a 
portion of the first engaging ar m to remain across a longitudinal axis of the needle ." 

As noted above, Ferguson teaches that in the post-use state shown in FIG. 5, when a 
portion 38 of the chp positioning member 26 is advanced past the distal end 14 of the needle 16, 
at least a portion of the aperture surfaces 24 binds to the needle with opposing binding forces to 
secure the shield 12 to the needle. However, as shown in FIG. 5, no portion of the clip 
positioning member 26 crosses the longitudinal needle axis in the post-use state. As such, 
Ferguson does not teach a method for shielding a needle tip of a hypodermic needle comprising . 
. . allowing at least a portion of the first engaging arm to move radially outwardly away from the 
needle and at least a portion of the first engaging arm to remain across a longitudinal axis of the 
needle . 

Accordingly, the Applicant submits that claim 18 is not anticipated by Ferguson under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(e). 

Claims 19-24 are dependent on claim 18. As such, these claims are believed allowable 
based on claim 18 for at least the reasons above and for the additional limitations they contain. 
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In view of the above amendment and remarks. Applicant submits that the claims are 
patentably distinct over the prior art and that all the rejections to the claims have been overcome. 
As such, allowance of the above Application is requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 

CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP 




Oliver S. Bajrabl 
Reg. No. 55,905 
626/795-9900 
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